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This booklet describes and illustrates, in general, my design process from beginning 
to end.  Depending on the desired outcome of the project, the exact details of the 
process may vary slightly.  In addition, there are edits that correspond with every step 
of the process, up to right before presentation of the final product. All of these steps 
include iterations of different elements, whether that is to the design, the details, or 
the layout. 

Throughout the book I will use a specific project to illustrate and give an example 
of my design process. The project used for illustration is a restaurant in Harbor 
Springs, Michigan that was completed in 2015 for an interior architecture studio. The 
programmatic elements include a commercial kitchen, demonstration kitchen, cafe’, 
indoor market, and outdoor market. The restaurant was to be constructed in an existing 
structure which has sentimental value in the community of Harbor Spings. The challenge 
was to create a new restaurant while not completely destroying the memory of the old. 

my process



At the beginning of the project, I start with researching the site and its surroudning area, the building’s program 
(with the use of precedents), demographics, intended users, and additional research needed for the specific project. 
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With the restaurant in Harbor Springs, I researched the history of the town, it was first settled by American 
Indians, and now it is mainly a tourist town. I studied collective memory and how that affects the people 
who visited the previous restaurant, Julierett’s. Each person, has a different memory of the restaurant, but 
they are all familiar with it in some way. For the new restaurant, we had to feature a cuisine, and with that 
came familiarizing myself with the food’s ingredients and how it is prepared. Building codes were also 
researched to define occupancy, use group, egress, ADA plans, and the like. 
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RESEARCH

PRECEDENTS
The first step of research necessitates 
precedent studies. Precedent studies 
provide education related to buildings 
that have already been built, with the 
purpose of informing the design of the 
new building. 

For this project’s precedent research, I 
mainly focused on commercial kitchens 

because the kitchen was the most complex, 
unfamiliar programmatic element in the 

project. I mainly researched open kitchens 
because I wanted customers to be able to 

view the cooking of the cuisine. precedent IMAGES



CONCEPT
The conceptual stage grows out 
of the research. The concept is 
what drives the design and forms 
the matrix for decision making. 
The concept helps one decide 
programmatic locations and 
design features. 

Harbor Springs is a small, tight-
knit community where everyone 
is aware of everything going 
on.  The concept for the new 
restaurant, Malta Marketplace, 
was to create an attaction that 
was the talk of the town - a space 
where one could experience new 
food in new ways.

RESEARCH

concept DIAGRAM
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The schematic phase is where programmatic elements are 
determined, adjacencies are decided, and where circulation zones 

are defined  Several configurations and options are tried, and 
pros and cons of each option are weighed. The schematic phase is  

intended to define the big picture of the project. 

schematic DIAGRAMS



schematic FLOOR PLANS

The schematic phase for this project 
focused mostly on adjicencies and 
proportions. 

  Do the markets want to be placed next to 
each other? 
  Is the cafe the main attraction or is the 
demonstration kitchen? 
  Which programmatic elements needs the 
most light? 
  Where are the egress locations? 
  What layout of programmatic elements 
speaks to my concept the best? 
  Can the bathroom be located in a stop 
that doesn’t take up as much outside view 
space? 
  Does the entrance need to be moved so 
people will feel more welcomed? 

All of these questions and more were 
considered in the schematic phase of this 
project. After many iterations, the drawings 
become more in-depth and I begin to 
analyze what could be fixed or changed. 
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With this step the details are starting to be considered and smaller elements are being brought in to focus. It still 
comes with a lot of iteration on the drawings. Usually the drawings are drafted or brought into the computer. This 
step gets more specific with where the walls are, how big the rooms are, or what furniture needs to fit in each room.

development FLOOR PLAN



For this step, I moved into a more technical 
way of working. Sizes of elevators, egress, 
and bathrooms were defined, table layouts in 
the cafe and work zone in the demonstration 
kitchen were contemplated. At the end of this 
step, the drawings were transferred into the 
computer and from there I will print out the 
drawings, and edit them and then tweak them. 

development SECTION

development FLOOR PLAN
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Throughout the total design 
process, the features of the space 
are being thought about, but this 
step is where the come into focus. 
Whether it be the colors of the 
space, the material choices, or what 
are some of the features of the 
space.  Usually, I will jot these down 
or illustrate them with a sketch. 

design detail SKETCHES



design details RENDERINGS

The design details of the Malta Marketplace were challenging and intresting to delve 
into. The previous restaurant was still fully intact and many of the buildings materials 

and objects were still usable. It became a decision process on what items and 
finishes to reuse in the new space, and where new items and finishes were needed. 
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The final product 
is ready for review 

after all steps of 
the process are 

completed. 

The final product for Malta Marketplace 
consisted of floor plans, sections, 

elevations, renderings, and material 
selections. The final drawings are 

presented on project boards. 


